
 

 

 

 

There are some rituals in cycling 
that never change. Eighty ago, you 
put on your cycling shoes, pumped 
up your tires with your Silca pump, 
and went. Now you put on your 
cycling shoes, helmet and 
sunglasses, pump up your tires 
with your Silca pump, and go. The 
sound of a Silca pump pushing air 
into a tire is as intimately 
associated with cycling as the click 
of the chain moving from cog to 
cog. 
  

 

When Felice Sacchi founded Silca in 1917 in a country torn apart by World War I, 
little did he know that his company would not only still be going strong in the next 
millennium, but that it would also still be run by his family, in this case his grandson, 
Claudio Sacchi. Silca is the oldest company in the cycling industry to be 
continuously run by a single family.  
 
But family ownership is only half of Silca’s storied history. The other half of the story 
is of continuous innovation to meet the needs of cyclists, who always need air in 
their tires. Felice Sacchi responded with pumps that were ever thinner and lighter 
as tire pressures became higher and bicycles lighter. Felice’s son, Giancarlo, 
accelerated this legacy of innovation with ideas that we now take for granted in all 
pumps. Seeing that cyclists wanted to know how much pressure was in their tires, 
Giancarlo was the first to know how much pressure was in their tires, Giancarlo 
was the first to build a pressure gauge into a pump, on the now-legendary Silca 
Pista floor pump.  

The Pista’s other hallmarks include the Silca brass chuck with its replaceable 
rubber valve seal, the replaceable and easily serviceable leather piston seal inside, 
and the comfortable handle with its integral clips to stow the hose. No other pump 
can be found in the garages of so many cycles. It is there because it always works, 
it archived pressures few other pumps can match, and it lasts and lasts, seemingly 
forever. 
 
For the pump you take with you on ride, Giancarlo created a new standard when he 
saw cyclists rejecting the traditional clips for cables, shifters and front derailleurs in 
favor of integral bosses, or “braze-ons”, that were part of the frame without clips.  



The Impero was designed to stand in front of the seat tube, or hang underneath the 
top tube to fit bikes with two water bottles. 

In his later years, Giancarlo saw cyclists in the 1980s fixing flats with CO2 cartridge 
heads that did not allow regulation of the air going in. He produced the first CO2 
cartridge head with a regulator knob on it to control air flow. 
 
Claudio Sacchi, the third generation, has also delivered a series of innovations to 
keep Silca products fresh. Take, for example the extra long Super Pista, the most 
powerful pump ever made and the first choice among track riders as well as road 
riders for its high pressure capability. Mountain bikers love it too, for its high 
volume. The Super Pista inflates any tire quickly, with a minimum of strokes. 

Claudio Sacchi also continues to make parts for the old models, as well as many of 
the old models themselves, always with top-quality parts. This is rare in our 
throwaway society but is key to Silca’s sterling reputation for durability and 
serviceability. 

Silca pumps are serviceable in seconds. They require no tools for disassembly, and 
the few parts that wear out are easy to replace. The leather piston cup in the Pista, 
for example, needs only an occasional dab of grease to keep it lubricated and 
pumping, and the rubber seal in the brass head is similarly easy to service. 
Moreover, replacement parts are available all over the world. It is almost impossible 
to find a bike shop that does not carry service parts for Silca pumps. 

If you want the best pump and don’t want to keep buying pumps year after year, 
there is only one choice for you: Silca. Beautiful Italian styling is the bonus. 

 

2006 Edition 
Source: SILCA website http://www.silcapompe.it  
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When you are  head ing out  to  meet  your  r id ing  group i t ’ s  a  sure  bet  tha t  the  las t  th ing  you 
do is  pump up your  t i res .  You s lam in  a  few ps i  as  your  race out  the  door ,         ca tch ing  
your  budd ies  jus t  be fore  they  leave wi t hout  you.  

Of  course your  per fec t ly  orches t ra ted  choreography demands  a  dependab le  
pump.  Chances are ,  you have a  S i lca  f loor  pump that  doesn ’ t  even c ross  your  
m ind tha t  i t  m ight  fa i l .  

The work ings  o f  the  S i lca  p is ta  and Super  p is ta  f loor  pumps,  as  we l l  as  S i lca ’s  
f rame f i t  pumps,  have been t ime - tes ted  fo r  near ly  a  century .  They don ’ t  have 
any  rubber  f laps ,  O - r ings  or  g izmos.  Ins tead they  use lea ther  p is ton sea ls  tha t  
work  a lmost  fo rever  and are  eas i ly  rep laced and lubr i ca ted .  They have 
s tandard ized heads  tha t  have been the  cho ice  o f  m i l l ions  o f  r iders  fo r  so  long  
tha t  you can f ind  rep lacement  v a lve  sea ls  a lmost  anywhere.  Imagine,  in  our  
d isposab le  soc ie ty  –  products  tha t  a re  s imple  to  rebu i ld  and re furb ish  w i th  
wide ly  ava i lab le  pa r ts !  

Fe l ice  Sacch i  founded S i lca  in  1917,  and h is  grandson C laud io  Sacch i  is  the  
th i rd  genera t ion  to  run what  is  now the  o ldes t  company in  the  b icyc le  indus t ry  
he ld  by  a  s ing le  fami ly .  Fe l ice  grew i t  to  100 employees in  the  1930 's  as  a  
manufac turer  and d is t r ibu tor  o f  pumps and o ther  b icyc le  accessor ies .  Upon re -
s tar t ing  i t  a f te r  WWI I ,  he  focused so le ly  on pumps.  G iancar l o  Sacch i ,  C laud io ' s  
fa ther ,  pa tented des igns  l ike  the  f rame - f i t  pump hand le  requ i r ing  no c l ips  to  
ho ld  i t  in to  the  f rame and the f loor -pump hand le  tha t  the  hose snaps in to .  

He was a lso  the  f i r s t  to  put  a  pressure  gauge on a  pump,  and the P is ta  pump 
wi th  th is  fea ture  was a  huge h i t ,  s ince r iders  wanted to  know the pressure  in  
the i r  tubu lars .  In  1987,  G iancar lo  made  the f i r s t  regu la tor  head for  CO2 
car t r idges ,  a l lowing  the  user  to  put  in  on ly  as  much a i r  as  needed.   
 
 
Under  C laud io  Sacch i ,  you can s t i l l  count  on S i lca  qua l i t y  s tandards ,  l i ke  f loo r  
pumps wi th  those n ice  b ig  brass  heads .  A l l  USA -bound f loor  pumps come wi th  

 



a brass  Schrader  head w i th  the  famous S i l ca  b ig  Pres ta  adapter  head screwed 
in to  i t .  

The wooden-hand le  Super  p is ta ,  10  cm longer  than the P is t a  and requ i r ing  
fewer  s t rokes  and less  Bend ing over  to  in f la te  a  t i re ,  won  the 2001 Cho ice  
Award f rom MTB Rev iew as  the  pump o f  cho ice  among mounta in  b ikers .  
S i lca  is  a lso  a lways  there  fo r  you when  you get  a  puncture .  I t s  la tes t  m in i -
pump boats  a  pressure  gauge whi le  S i l ca ’s  sub -100gram supermin i -pumps are  
smal l  enough to  f i t  ins ide  a  je rsey  pocket .  I f  you pre fer  ins tant  in f la tors ,  
S i lca ’s  th ick  reusab le  neoprene car t r idge covers  prevent  f rozen hands when 
us ing the  regu la tor  head.  The same reasons tha t  r ider s  depended on S i lca  fo r  
most  o f  the  las t  century  s t i l l  make i t s  pumps the ones to  count  on today .  

 
2004 Edition 
Source: SILCA website http://www.silcapompe.it 
 

 

 

S.I.L.C.A. Heritage  
articles, use,  
maintenance and  
restoration  
recommendations are  
those of the authors.  
Aeromind LLC DBA  
SILCA (SILCA.CC)  
retains ownership of 
SILCA, S.I.L.C.A. and  
all historic forms of  
the logo and these are  
used by permission. 
SILCA Heritage ©2023 

http://www.silcapompe.it/
https://silca.cc/

